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I hope everyone is having a splendid autumn so far!  
There has been a lot happening in our chapter since 
the last newsletter.  We had a successful ASLA Central 
States conference in Omaha with well over 100 
attendees.  The event was well received and a special 
thanks to all who were involved.  Next year’s ASLA 
Central States Conference is in Oklahoma City in April, 
so save the date.  

We have updated our chapter website and it is now 
live.  www.gpcasla.org. If you have any project images, 
events, jobs, news or other suggestions for our website 

please send them to me.  
We also have a facebook 
page so feel free to post 
all good things related to 
landscape architecture 
and ASLA.

The Plain Green 
Conference was held 
again in Sioux Falls in 
September and the Great 
Plains ASLA Chapter 
was a sponsor.  This 

conference is a chance for our profession to interact 
with other design professions in South Dakota and we 
look forward to continuing this relationship with the 

Plain Green Conference next year.  The North Dakota 
Section recently held a professional/student mixer at 
North Dakota State University.  Our chapter will be 
having a get together in Denver at the ASLA National 
Conference, stay tuned for more details.  We are always 
looking for more opportunities to promote ASLA and 
landscape architecture in the region and creating 
events that foster interaction within our chapter. If you 
have any ideas for promoting our profession and ASLA 
or chapter events please contact a member of the 
Great Plains ASLA Chapter executive committee and 
we will make sure something happens!

It has been an honour to serve as the ASLA Great Plains 
Chapter President for 2013-2014.  I am looking forward 
to working with Eirik Heikes and the newly elected 
executive committee for the 2014-2015 year. I would 
like to thank Chad Kucker for his service over the past 
three years as chapter president-elect, president, and 
past president as well as all of the other executive 
committee volunteers. Have a safe and enjoyable 
autumn and I hope to see everyone at the ASLA 
National Conference in Denver and other Great Plains 
Chapter ASLA events!
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F E AT U R E  S T O RY

MEET THE NEWEST MEMBERS OF THE GREAT 
PLAINS CHAPTER EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

BRIAN PECKA, PLA, ASLA
President Elect

My first two years of college were spent studying 
architecture within the College of Architecture and 
Engineering at North Dakota State University. At some 
point during my second year, I realized the projects I 
really enjoyed the most were those that had strong 
ties to their site. Many of my second year projects 
explored ways to blur the line between architecture 
and landscape, and creating a sense of place based 
on inherent site qualities.

It was during this same time that the College was in 
the process of creating a new program in Landscape 
Architecture. I looked into this profession further 
and found its basic tenets more closely matched 
my design philosophy and future design goals. A 
profession that combined design with a respect and 
love for the land seemed just the right fit for me and I 
quickly transferred to the new LA program to become 
one of the first landscape architects to graduate from 
North Dakota State University.

Goals During Term - As the newly elected President 
Elect, my immediate goals will be centered on 
becoming acquainted with the on-going activities 
and current business of the Executive Committee 
prior to assuming role as President in the fall of 2015. 
During my term, I will strive to support the Executive 
Committee in whatever capacity I can while helping 
to advance issues important to members of the Great 
Plains Chapter.

JESSICA VANHOVE, PLA, ASLA 
Secretary-Treasurer

I chose to become a landscape architect for many 
reasons.  Mainly, because it was the perfect fit of art and 
science and environmental studies.  I worked several 
years at a college conservation greenhouse, a typical 
garden center nursery greenhouse, and for a couple 
years on downtown parks and gardens with the Parks 
Department in St. Paul, MN, and developed an interest 
in plant selection and design.  When combined with 
my love of the outdoors from growing up and interest 
in art – it was the perfect choice!

Goals During Term - Keep the Chapter’s finances in 
order through continued use of accounting software 
to efficiently track chapter funds.  Continue monthly 
updates to the ExCom with a monthly Profit/Loss report 
to promote transparency and increase understanding 
of the Chapter’s state of finances to members.  Keep 
meeting minutes concise and informative.



Project: 404 Rooftop
Land Elements: Fargo, ND

MATT FRIDELL, PLA, ASLA
South Dakota Section Chair

I always knew I wanted to be a landscape architect, 
from the moment I first heard about it!  Driving down 
the road in California wine country my uncle explained 
how he needed one to help lay out his vineyard, 
and saw a potential in the area. As a dorky but 
enthusiastic high school kid with a shovel it seemed  
like an interesting way to be involved in planning and 
building cool places, but as I learned more about it and 
the ways that my core environmental ethos could be 
brought in I grew to love it. 

I appreciate a profession which proposes building a 
better world that balances nature and structure and 
that we can enjoy for its beauty! Still have the shovel, 
but use the pen these days.

Goals During Term - I’d like to build the relationship 
between ASLA and AIA in SD, so that we benefit and 
add to the programs, learning and outreach of our 
sister organization.  I’d like to see some demographic 
data developed in our chapter’s region, both of the 
members and those educated in our profession.  I’d 
like to help the SDSU department however we can.

JOHN ROYSTER, PLA, ASLA
Trustee

I have always loved nature and enjoyed being 
immersed in the outdoors, whether it was the brome 
grass field near the house where I grew up or a 
stunningly beautiful landscape like Grand Tetons 
National Park. I learned about the profession of 
landscape architecture while studying to become a 
parks and recreation administrator. Designing parks 
ended up sounding more interesting than managing 
them so I completed a MLA degree to follow my 
passion. I’m lucky to have designed parks and open 
spaces on three continents.

Goals During Term - After speaking with our current 
Trustee, Mike Stanley, I am very excited to be joining 
the Board of Trustees. It sounds as if the current Board 
has worked diligently over the past several years to 
solidify the administration and operations of ASLA. 
Since ASLA has now paid off the mortgage on our 
national  headquarters, additional fiscal resources 
can be directed to create greater visibility for our 
profession, make our organization’s leadership more 
effective, and capitalize on opportunities identified 
during strategic visioning. I am pleased and honored 
to serve as the Great Plains Chapter Trustee. I welcome 
each member’s thoughts and ideas. 

ANDY GORHAM PLA, ASLA 
Nebraska Section Chair

I originally chose to study landscape architecture 
because I wanted to design golf courses. However, 
as soon as I attended my first “History of the Design 
Professions” class, I was amazed at the variety, breadth 
and scope of the projects landscape architects get to 
work on. I quickly shifted my attention away from 
golf courses (although designing at least one in my 
lifetime would be fun) and toward the campuses, 
urban spaces, streetscapes and parks that fascinated 
me and have driven my professional work. 

Goals During Term - A primary goal I have for my 
upcoming term as Nebraska Section Chair is to 
increase awareness of the landscape architecture 
profession among the community, business and 
municipal leaders of the Great Plains region. We as 
landscape architects have the ability to shape our cities 
and influence the policies and lifestyle choices of our 
fellow citizens for the better. I am also looking forward 
to increasing chapter membership, participation in 
events and continued education opportunities.



Project: Main Street Square Urban Redevelopment Block 
Fourfront Design : Rapid City, SD

RON PETERSON, PLA, ASLA 
Member-at-Large

I moved to the Sioux Falls area one year ago from Eau 
Claire, WI or what I like to call “The Big Woods”. I am 
the owner of RKP Landscape Architecture where I work 
on a combination of residential and small commercial 
projects. I have also worked at a Wisconsin County 
Zoning, Planning, and Land Information office for 
4 years, a year as a survey technician, two years at a 
landscape nursery as a designer, and a few years as 
a CAD Technician at a civil engineering/landscape 
architecture firm. I am a SDSU graduate and I’m 
looking forward to meeting more chapter members 
and helping the chapter grow in all aspects. 

JEN CROSS, PLA, ASLA 
Member-at-Large

Landscape Architecture is always something I 
inherently knew I wanted to do.  It all started with 
a small gravel pile on my parents farm that my 
sister and I would mold and shape, and reshape.  
We would craft waterfalls, stairs, rooms, etc out of 
the hill on a regular basis.  I knew early on that I did 
not want a profession where I would be limited by 
parameters of my creativity, and wanted something 
that would always bring me new challenges and be 
ever changing. I have always loved expressing myself 
and others through drawing, creating, sewing and 
painting.   Landscape architecture always seemed 
like the best fit for me to impact my surrounding 
environment; while making it a better place for 
those that use the space on a regular basis.  

It gives me meaning to see the excitement on a 
clients face when they are happy with a concept you 
have helped them develop.  It brings me such joy 
to be able to help others create a meaningful space 
they get to utilize on a regular basis.  The experience 
of connecting with a client and being able to help 
tell their story is a large portion of why I love what 
I do.  This passion is what drives me to continue to 
evolve as a designer.

Goals During Term - As a member at large I would 
like to become more engaged with current chapter 
activities as well as continue to develop and evolve 
our chapter’s role in the public eye through public 
engagement and awareness, and even teaching 
younger generations about our profession and what 
they can do to make the world a better place.  I will 
support the executive committee in any way that I 
can to help create meaningful events for the chapter.   



F I R M  F O C U S

The Clark Enersen Partners was formed in Lincoln, 
Nebraska in 1946 by Landscape Architect Larry 
Enersen and Architect Ken Clark, Harvard classmates 
who valued the connection between the built and 
natural environment and understood its importance 
to design. Together they built the firm’s foundation 
through a wide range of civic, educational, collegiate 
and commercial projects.

Their commitment to collaboration continues today. 
We offer a holistic approach to design – providing 
Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Interior 
Design, as well as Civil, Mechanical, Electrical, and 
Structural Engineering.  With a staff of nearly 100 and 
offices in Nebraska, Missouri and Kansas, our work 
spans the Midwest.

ABOUT US

Our Site Design team consists of landscape 
architects, a planner and a civil engineer. This 
diversification gives us the expertise to take on 
projects of various scope, including streetscapes, 
plazas, parks, master plans, collegiate and corporate 
campuses, and athletics and recreation projects. Our 
work is timeless, not trendy, and our solutions are 
designed with flexibility to meet the evolving needs 
of our clients and community. We aim to provide 
long-lasting value in what we do.

APPROACH

We understand that clients enter the process with 
anxiety about the work that lies ahead. It’s our job 
to guide them through the process, ease concerns 
and create an enjoyable collaboration. Our clients 
quickly learn we’re open, honest, and true to what 
we say we’ll do.

Our core values of Integrity, Service, Relevance, 
Sustainability, and Collaboration inform our work 
each day. We are skilled in sustainable design and 
have a wealth of experience designing to LEED 
standards. But more than that, our mission is to 
meet the evolving needs of our clients for years to 
come, and provide enduring value to the broader 
communities they serve.

A FEW LOCAL AND REGIONAL PROJECTS

• City of Lincoln, Centennial Mall Renovation

• Union Plaza

• Assurity Center Corporate Campus

• Historic Haymarket 8th Street Streetscape

• Farm Credit Services of America Corporate 
Headquarters

• Seward Middle School

• Lincoln Public Schools Kloefkorn Elementary 
School

• University of Nebraska - Lincoln Memorial 
Stadium East Expansion

• West Haymarket Redevelopment District 
Streetscape
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U N I V E R S I T Y  F O C U S

NEWS FROM UNIVERSITY OF NEBASKA - LINCOLN

Bret Betnar has moved to California after accepting a nine-month teaching appointment at Cal Poly-San Luis 
Obispo.  In the interim Jeremy Merrill, MLA and PhD. from Kansas State will replace Bret in the UNL landscape 
architecture program for the school year 2014-2015.   Steve Rodie has left UNL to become the Director of the 
Center for Urban Sustainability at UN-Omaha.  

As requested by UNL Chancellor, Harvey Perlman, the College of Architecture is transitioning to become part 
of a New College of Art, Music, and Performance.  For more information go to: http://newcollege.unl.edu/

The LA program students between their third and fourth years 
have been successful in completing internships and presented 
highlights of their summer’s work the first Friday of fall semester.  
On Friday September 5th, a BBQ was sponsored by the UNL 
ASLA Student Chapter and the group held elections for the 
coming year.  Jeremy Merrill was tapped to advise the group.

This year’s Hyde speakers will include LA’s Kat Marshall and 
Nancy Rottle.

In June of 2015 the LA Program will sponsor a summer camp for high school students who might be interested 
in pursuing landscape architecture as a career.  For more information go to: http://architecture.unl.edu/
prospective-student/high-school-workshops

Also checkout the new website: http://architecture.unl.edu/degree-programs/landscape-architecture

http://newcollege.unl.edu/
http://architecture.unl.edu/prospective-student/high-school-workshops
http://architecture.unl.edu/prospective-student/high-school-workshops
http://architecture.unl.edu/degree-programs/landscape-architecture


P R O D U C T  F O C U S

Loma Vista Nursery is a regional grower and provider of high quality 
container and field grown plants for retailers, wholesale distributors, and 
landscapers across the Midwest. We currently grow over 650 varieties 
of shade and ornamental trees, shrubs, perennials, and ornamental 
grasses with distribution including the upper Midwest.  With over 1 
million plants grown annually, we regularly supply plants for projects 
of all sizes. 

In addition to growing and supplying plants, Loma Vista Nursery 
strives to be a reliable and trustworthy resource for our customers and 
for landscape architects throughout the region.  Our staff includes a 
wide variety of expertise in our industry, including licensed arborists, 
growers, propagators and a licensed landscape architect.  The benefit 
of working with a supplier with such a diverse staff is that you can lean 
on us for your project needs in all stages of the project with confidence.

Did You Know:  We recently polled landscape architects in the 
region to find out more about factors that adversely influence project 
success with regard to plant materials.  The top factors were: Contractor/
Subs (63%), Weather (38%), Availability (38%), Design Delays (19%), Specs 
(16%), Scheduling (13%), Funding (6%), and Unrealistic Expectations 
(3%).  We also asked about positive effects of incorporating contract 
grown plants in your project.  Interestingly enough, the benefits directly 
address those factors listed above.

If you would like to participate in this survey (and future surveys), please 
follow this link to complete the survey and submit your information - 
https://adobeformscentral.com/?f=xIraypMNBJkqFqTyXBWoGg

For more information or to discuss how we can help you with your next 
project, please visit www.lomavistanursery.com or contact: 
Chad Weinand, PLA, LEED AP, ASLA 
p | 800.313.7010
e | chad@lomavistanursery.com 

https://adobeformscentral.com/?f=xIraypMNBJkqFqTyXBWoGg
http://www.lomavistanursery.com


C A L E N DA R  O F  E V E N T S

NOVEMBER 2014:
November 21-24: ASLA 2014 Annual Meeting & Expo: 
Denver, CO

APRIL 2015:
April: Central States ASLA Annual Meeting & Expo: 
Oklahoma City, OK

April 10: UNL Hyde Lecture Series | Nancy Rottle

CO N TAC T

For advertising information:
Jessica Vanhove, ASLA

jvanhove@thinkconfluence.com

ph: 605.-339-1205  

Direct any comments and articles to:

INSIGHT Editor

Robin Fordyce
robin@bevireo.com

To feature your firm in firm focus or share information about new 
product in product focus  or share an award winnng project in feature 
story please contact Robin Fordyce.


